The Lord Mayor presided at the annual meeting of the Surgical Society on December 7th, and expressed his admiration of the charitable societies of the metropolis. The subscriptions last year amounted to nearly four thousand pounds, and eleven thousand appliances were given to the afflicted. Lady Dufferin's last public acts in India were to lay the foundation-stone of the Dufferin Zenana Hospital, and to receive in soleuin state 700 native ladies, who desired to present an address. For the proper carrying out of the last, Government House had to be converted for awhile into a jealously-guarded Zenana, and even the Viceroy himself had to leave the precincts during the impressive and grateful eremony.
Ok December 6 th the Countess of Chesterfield laid the foundation-stone of a new eye and ear hospital for Hereford. The building, which will be of very beautiful design, will cost ?2,500, and of that amount ?1,800 already has been subscribed. The patients-will not be confined to the county of Hereford, but will come from Monmouthshire and Breconshire as well.
A short service was conducted by the Dean of Hereford, and then a collection, amounting to several hundred pounds, was made.
A clever article on "How to be 111," which appeared in the Globe lately, might be read with great profit by many ladies, with whom this is the sole subject of study. 
